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Requirement of January 18, 2007. 

Applicants traverse the requirement to the extent that the claims in Group III are 
eligible for reinstatement for allowance through their dependence on the Group I claims. 

Applicants further traverse the finding that there is no common special technical 
feature for the various groups of claims. All of the claims provide a water-absorbing resin that 
can collect a microorganism or a cell by catching on the surface of a water-absorbing resin. 
Applicants respectfully contend that this feature is neither disclosed nor suggested by the 
reference cited to justify the restriction. 
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Dear Sir: 



Applicants elect Group I (claims 1 to 12) in response to the Restriction 
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